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         It looks like the winter weather is finally clearing we actually saw some riders in the mountain passes as we traveled to Surrey to conduct the Medic First Aid Courses for the Vancouver area chapters, I must admit I was glad I was on four wheels as we were experiencing a mix of rain & snow at the time. The Vancouver members were also out with their machines as they conducted their annual maintenance day. Once again I thank the members of our GW family for the hospitality, special thank you to Con & Pat Williams for the accommodation.

It was really good to see the enthusiasm and excitement that the BC Chapters are showing, once again reinforcing the value of the OCP and having well informed members. I would hope that this new attitude will be found in all the Districts of Region J as more of our members use the Leadership Programs to improve their GW membership experience.


As with all organizations there are some negatives, we have lost 2 Chapters as of the end of 2010 and 2 more are in the process of deciding their future. This will be one area where we will have to work with the now Chapter less members to ensure they are kept informed, in conversations with members in these areas it has become clear that they wish to continue as members but do not want to be included in the Chapter structure. The new Membership Enhancement Coordinators are the Officers who will have a responsibility to ensure that information is available to these members.


 Talking of our new Officers, I would like to welcome our Treasurers & MEC to the GW officer corps, Thank you for accepting these positions. I also ask that you take a little time to familiarize yourselves with the programs and duties of your office, many of you have already attended an OCP, those who haven’t contact your LTP Team to find out when an OCP will be held in your area. Don’t be afraid to question your CD, DD or RD, they will try to assist you and help you find the information etc you may require.

I also at this time would like to stress the importance of keeping our members informed. Most Chapters and all Districts and Region have newsletters available or access to websites; I get lots of complaints about the information being out of date. The Region J webpage is available to any Chapter who doesn’t have their own website, I would welcome input from any member, guest newsletters, articles you find interesting just send them to me I will forward to our Webmaster. With the loss of Chapters I think it is more important than ever that we publish information about upcoming events etc, especially Rider Ed & Leadership Training to give members the chance to participate.

The Calgary Chapter is now well into the planning of the Region J Rally, I hope all our members will come out and support this event, July 29th to Aug 1st.The Alaska District is also set to launch the 2012 Rally, we know that a trip to Alaska takes a lot of planning, we have members already doing some preliminary work to ensure the success of this venture.


I will over the next few months be working on trying to strengthen our Region J Team. I hope to have a team meeting at the Rally in Calgary, for the past few years we have had only individual meetings with just occasional conference calls. The vast area we cover doesn’t allow us to arrange many meetings.


Over the next few months our Alaska District will have the opportunity to attend an OCP as Alex Zerbinos has taken on the position of Leadership Trainer for the District; we also hope to include our Yukon members in this training. The Saskatchewan District is also in the process of arranging OCP training, so by the end of this year all our Districts will have the chance to take advantage of this training. With better informed membership & leadership we look forward to bright future for Region J.

Remember your Officers are there to help make you get the best you can from your membership and to keep your experience FUN!!!!!!!!




Phil 

