                           Combined Aug/Sept/Oct Newsletter


First I must apologize for the lack of a newsletter in Aug & Sept; this summer has been a series of ups & downs for Margaret & I. We have been able to get out & ride a few miles & spend time camping, also spend time with our GW family (the ups) and we have had some personal family issues (the downs).


The Region J Rally hosted by the Calgary Chapter is now history, Congratulations to our hosts, I am sure everyone who attended had a wonderful time, I know we did, the food & entertainment was first class. Each time we attend our Region Rally I realize what a wonderful group of people we have in GWRRA, each year the hosts volunteer to work to produce a great gathering and raise the necessary funds to operate our Districts & Region.

I am however a little disappointed with the numbers we attract to our yearly fund raiser. We have approx 1800 members in our Region, nearly 900 in Alberta & 700 in BC, yet we only get between 160 & 200 attendees. I am appealing to all our members for your help, how do we attract more members, what would you suggest as a fund raiser, do we need a Rally with a theme, should we rotate the Rally to various attractions or should we try a different way to raise funds to support the Districts & Region? Next year in Anchorage Alaska I am sure we will attract a large number of our US family, we need your support, and I would hate to see us beaten in numbers at our own Rally. Let’s make our Region motto for 2012 “North to Alaska”.
This summer has also been a busy time working with Chapters who are struggling to survive. We never take the survival of a Chapter lightly, in BC the Kelowna Chapter is working with BC District Director John Wait to try to assure its future, again the problem is trying to get members to step into officer positions. With the training programs we now have in place, any member who steps forward will have full disclosure of what is required; officer positions provide a sense of achievement, the reward of serving our membership, friendship and can be fun. We have been serving the GWRRA membership for nearly 15yrs and we have no regrets, have forged lifelong friendships and boy we have had fun! The Officer Certification Program is starting to show signs of success, everywhere we have presented the program the now informed members are stepping up, so Kelowna members attend the OCP and let’s see your chapter survive. In Saskatchewan our Saskatoon Chapter has a new team in place and is looking forward to the future. Sask. DD Jason Serviss will be working with our Sask. members to ensure they get the maximum from their membership. Lorne Whittaker has been tasked to work with the Yukon District; this will probably be organized a little differently because of the small number of members with only 1 Chapter. Alberta has also had some chapter closure possibilities, we did lose Brooks/ Medicine Hat and I am working with the Lethbridge Chapter at this time to try to preserve this chapter, by the Alberta District meeting we will have a decision on this. Innisfail Chapter CD Vickie Johnson has agreed to stay for 1 more year and we hope the members of this very active chapter will step up and fill the officer positions; we will work with them to make sure they have the necessary training. Barrhead Chapter has been kept active by their retiring CD Mariette De Bruyn and once again we have no one stepping forward to take over.
Also this year Alberta District Director Ross Woolsey has decided to step down. We will need a new DD after the District Meeting; I will be filling in until we find Ross’s replacement. If you know of anyone you feel would be suitable let me know, I will spend time with the candidates to make sure they know exactly what is required.
Next on the agenda are the BC & Alberta District Meetings, they are scheduled for Nov 5th Kamloops BC and Nov 13th Red Deer AB. We would like to see representation from all the Chapters, please contact the District Directors to confirm attendance; we do need to know how many people to cater for. While these meetings are aimed primarily at the officers they are open to all GWRRA members and you are welcome to attend.
As we wrap up our riding season we will have time to resolve our issues, increase our knowledge and forge forward into the New Year with renewed vigor. The Rider Educators and Leadership Trainers are ready to present the Programs you, our members’ request.

I am, as always only an e-mail or call away,
Phil

